GSA Wins Region 9 Phoenix Award
GSA has received official notification that its submittal, "Former NASA/Downey Industrial Plant Project", has won the 2007 Region 9 Phoenix Award.  The project dates back to an innovative, ground-breaking disposal in November 2003 handled by Region 9's crack real property disposal team.  
This disposal for NASA of a contaminated, long-used industrial site, involved several innovative contractual agreements such as guaranteed fixed-price remediation, privatization of the federal environmental cleanup, and what is now know as a "liability buyout."  Cleanup costs were escrowed from sale proceeds to be distributed as cleanup was completed.  A third party indemnified the Federal Government and the City against environmental liability.  The property has become the basis for a major economic revitalization of the community -- including a retail shopping center, a park, a 650 bed hospital and a major movie studio. 

GSA’s NASA/Downey Team will be honored at an awards ceremony during the Brownfields 2008 National Conference in Detroit, Michigan, May 5-7, 2008, with an expected crowd of 7,000 participants. The Phoenix Award winners will showcase their projects with case study presentations and exhibits.  

Created in 1997, this prestigious award honors individuals and groups who are working to solve the critical environmental challenge of transforming blighted and contaminated areas into productive new uses.  The Phoenix Awards™ are widely recognized as the outstanding award for achievement of excellence in Brownfields redevelopment, and often are called “the Brownfields’ equivalent of Hollywood’s Oscar.”  

The awards are open to any individual, group, company, organization, government body or agency.  Criteria for The Phoenix Awards™ focus on the magnitude of the project, innovative techniques, solutions to regulatory issues, and impact upon the community.  A panel of environmental professionals and business, academic and government leaders select the winners.  

